
The Third Sunday of the Kingdom 

My dear Friends,  

I am sure that many of you are relieved as we come out of our firebreak lockdown. We are now permitted 
again to return to worship in our churches albeit under the restrictions that existed before. It is really good 
to see those who are able and feel comfortable about coming to our services. However we quite understand 
that there are those who are not ready yet, you remain in our thoughts and prayers.  

One of the things that we have missed in our worship is the element of music. We are very blessed with choir 
leaders, organists, directors of music and choristers of all ages and levels of experience who use their gifts to 
enhance our Eucharists and Evensong. In doing so they continue to give glory to God. We are grateful for 
their dedication and contribution which I know helps us in raising our spirits and adding a valuable aspect to 
our time in Church.  

Although we have had some excellent piano and organ playing and recorded music in Church in recent 
months, our singers have been patiently waiting for the time when they can again use their talents. We had 
a glimmer of hope this week in some new guidance that Welsh Government has shared with us. A very limited 
amount of choral singing may be permitted under strict regulations with up to six singers , who rehearse 
together and are distanced from others and have adhered to a detailed approved risk assessment. Perhaps 
it is fitting that in the month we celebrate the patron saint of musicians, St Cecilia (22 November), that 
preparations may tentatively go ahead for this reintroduction of choral singing. Sadly it does not mean that 
congregations can sing hymns yet, we have to continue to wait a while for that.  

Our Gospel reading this week is the famous parable of the talents, Matthew, Chapter 25, v 14-30. Jesus tells 
of a rich man who goes on a journey and leaves five, two and one talents with three of his slaves. A talent at 
that time was a huge amount of money in our terms. The first two slaves invested the capital and worked to 
increase their master's wealth. The third buries the cash in the ground and returns it with no interest. He is 
chided for his laziness and inaction. The story is told, theologians believe, to make Jesus listeners be prepared 
for the coming of the Kingdom of God. It is also used on a simpler, more basic level to encourage us to use 
the abilities we have for God's purposes. Our use of the word 'talent ' meaning our gifts and skills.  

During this pandemic period many have I know used their talents in various ways that has challenged them 
to do new and unfamiliar things. We have to be innovative in our lives and our worship at this juncture. 
Things will not be the same as before for some time to come. Let us all hope and pray that in whatever we 
are called to do in our lives our Lord will find us worthy of the gifts he has shared with us .  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


